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OECD Economic Surveys: Belgium 2022

Belgium’s recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic has been robust thanks to 
extensive policy support. However, the new shock from the war in Ukraine is 
exacerbating inflation, and supply and labour market shortages, highlighting the 
importance of boosting the resilience of the Belgian economy. Medium-term fiscal 
sustainability challenges should be addressed by limiting early exit possibilities from 
the labour market, improving the efficiency of public spending, in particular through 
spending reviews, and boosting the coordination of fiscal policies by all levels of 
government to create room for public investment. Removing disincentives to work 
and strengthening the effectiveness of active labour market policies, in particular 
for disadvantaged groups, raising digital skills and reducing disparities in education 
outcomes would boost employment, lower skill mismatches and improve equal 
access to opportunities. Well-targeted investments in green and digital infrastructure 
by addressing bottlenecks and providing the right price signals are needed to raise 
productivity growth and contribute to more sustainable growth.

SPECIAL FEATURE: IMPROVING ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL

Print ver. 
Code: eco-2022-642-en-print
ISBN: 9789264819832 	
pages: 130 	 $60.00 	
PDF ver. 
ISBN: 9789264438927	
$36.00 

Economics 

1.	Economics..........................1
2. Finance and Investment...1
3. Taxation...............................2

4.	Governance.......................3
5. 	Trade...................................6
6. Social issues.........................6

7. 	Employment.......................8
8. Agriculture and Food........9
9. 	Industry and Services.......10

10. Environment....................10
11. Development.................11
12. Regional Development.12

FDI Qualities Policy Toolkit

Print ver. 
Code: daf-2022-21-en-print
ISBN: 9789264724532 	
pages: 187 	 $54.00 
PDF ver. 
ISBN: 9789264606890	
Free	

Foreign direct investment (FDI) is an important source of finance for governments 
looking to meet global commitments on sustainable development. But, beyond the 
quantity of FDI, its quality also matters. The FDI Qualities Policy Toolkit complements 
the OECD Policy Framework for Investment by providing more detailed and 
tailored guidance on priorities for policy and institutional reforms that can enhance 
the impacts of investment in four areas of the Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs): productivity and innovation, job quality and skills, gender equality, and 
decarbonisation.
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FDI Qualities Review of Jordan
Strengthening Sustainable Investment

Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) provides an important source of financing in Jordan 
but its reform momentum needs to be sustained and deepened so that the benefits 
of investment can be shared more widely across society. This report examines how 
FDI can help Jordan meet Sustainable Development Goals in areas of productivity and 
innovation, job quality and skills, gender equality and decarbonisation. It provides 
an overview of the country’s institutional framework for investment and sustainable 
development and analyses arrangements to ensure policy coordination, stakeholder 
consultation and evaluation of policy impacts. It also examines the mix of government 
policies that are currently in place to attract the investment that contributes to 
sustainable development, noting areas for priority policy reforms.
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Tax Administration 2022
Comparative Information on OECD and other Advanced and 

Emerging Economies
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This report is the tenth edition of the OECD's Tax Administration Series. It provides 
internationally comparative data on global trends in tax administrations across 58 
advanced and emerging economies. The report is intended to inform and inspire 
tax administrations as they consider their future operations, as well as to provide 
information on global tax administration trends and performance for stakeholders 
and policy makers. The report is structured around nine chapters that examine the 
performance of tax administration systems, using an extensive data set and a variety 
of examples to highlight recent innovations and successful practices. This edition also 
provides a first glimpse of the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the work of tax 
administrations. The underlying data comes from the International Survey on Revenue 
Administration and the Inventory of Tax Technology Initiatives.
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This report is part of the OECD Tax Policy Reviews publication series. The Reviews 
are intended to provide independent, comprehensive and comparative assessments 
of OECD member and non-member countries’ tax systems. Drawing primarily on 
OECD Revenue Statistics data prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, the report examines 
the level, composition and evolution of the tax burden in Chile and explores whether 
tax revenues in Chile are converging to the levels raised in other OECD countries. The 
report also outlines a possible tax-to-GDP trajectory in Chile over the coming decade 
if Chile were to follow the path of countries from when they had a similar level of 
economic development.
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Illicit Trade in High-Risk Sectors
Implications of Illicit Alcohol for Public Health and Criminal Networks
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Trade in illicit alcohol products is an attractive target for organised crime, as both the 
market and potential profits are large, in some cases requiring little investment. The 
illicit alcohol trade not only fuels criminal networks, but also poses significant risks to 
public health and safety. This report structures and enhances existing evidence on illicit 
alcohol trade. It examines the nature and scope of illicit trade in the sector, assesses 
the impacts of illicit trade on socio-economic development, and identifies the factors 
driving illicit trade in the sector.
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Laws and regulations affect the daily lives of businesses and citizens. It is important 
that they are designed in a way that takes account of their social, environmental and 
business impacts and ensures they remain relevant in today’s fast-changing context. 
The second edition of the Better Regulation Practices across the European Union 
report analyses recent developments and current practices for improving the quality 
of laws and regulations across all 27 EU Member States and the European Union. Using 
the OECD Indicators of Regulatory Policy and Governance, the report systematically 
assesses the use of evidence-based tools and stakeholder participation in the design 
and review of both domestic and EU laws and regulations, and provides a detailed 
assessment of the application of the proportionality principle. The report presents 
good regulatory practices and highlights areas that should receive further attention and 
investment.
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This report provides an overview of the main trends and issues related to the 
implications of climate change for corporate governance. It focuses on economic, 
legal and accounting issues related to shareholder rights, corporate disclosure and 
the responsibilities of company boards. Importantly, this report informs the ongoing 
review of the G20/OECD Principles of Corporate Governance which help policy makers 
evaluate and improve the legal, regulatory and institutional framework for corporate 
governance.
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Sustainability Policies and Practices for Corporate Governance 

in Brazil

Print ver. 
Code: daf-2022-25-en-print
ISBN: 9789264852112 	
pages: 85 	 $30.00 
PDF ver. 
ISBN: 9789264822191	
$18.00 

This report analyses sustainability policies and practices for corporate governance, 
both in Brazil and globally. It serves to support the development of Brazil’s legal and 
regulatory framework for sustainability disclosure, the responsibilities of company 
boards and shareholder rights. The report presents the results of two OECD surveys 
conducted with the participation of some of the largest public companies and asset 
managers in the country.
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The OECD Centre of Government Review of Brazil offers key recommendations 
on consolidating the strategic role of the country’s centre of government (CoG) in 
managing policy priorities and improving outcomes. The review examines the CoG’s 
roles, mandates, and its co-ordination capacities. It provides an assessment of Brazil’s 
ability to translate political commitments into measurable objectives and delves into its 
capacity to link strategic plans to outcomes. Focusing on the capacities of the CoG to 
contribute to budget strategy and the federal budget, it considers medium- and long-
term plans to align with the budgetary framework and how the budget can support 
policies in a coherent manner. The review also examines the CoG’s role in monitoring 
and evaluating high-priority policy performance and how this information can be used 
to improve outcomes. Finally, the review assesses how Brazil can consolidate and 
reinforce public communication, both to pursue policy objectives and to promote a 
more open government. 

Open Government Review of Brazil 
Towards an Integrated Open Government Agenda
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The Open Government Review of Brazil provides an evidence-based assessment 
of the country’s open government agenda against the ten provisions of the OECD 
Recommendation of the Council on Open Government. It is also the first OECD Open 
Government Review to integrate a civic space perspective. The review takes stock of 
past reform efforts, analyses the present situation and suggests key actions Brazil could 
take to strengthen its open government initiatives at the federal level, including in 
the areas of transparency and open data, citizen and stakeholder participation, social 
accountability and the protection of the civic space. The review provides a roadmap 
towards an integrated open government agenda in Brazil, including the design of 
Brazil's first Federal Open Government Strategy.

https://doi.org/10.1787/a9889ba3-en
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Removing unnecessary barriers to competition through targeted reforms can foster 
productivity and economic growth. This Regulatory Reform Review of Brazil analyses 
sectors that create barriers to competition, such as regulations that create obstacles 
to the entry of firms, inhibit the entry of firms, or restrict activities in professional 
and network sectors. In a complementary way, the review also identifies government 
efforts to develop policies and tools to improve the quality of regulations, such as ex 
ante assessment of draft regulations, stakeholder engagement in rule making, and 
administrative simplification. High-quality regulations can stimulate productivity by 
encouraging the efficient allocation of resources and promoting innovation. In turn, 
these measures can reduce prices for consumers, stimulate the creation of jobs, and 
help improve living standards. The review identifies areas for reform to bring the 
country’s regulations and institutional arrangements more in line with international 
best practices. It demonstrates how a proportional, clear, and efficient regulatory 
framework can drive improvements in Brazil’s economic performance and the welfare 
of its citizens.

Youth at the Centre of Government Action
A Review of the Middle East and North Africa

Print ver. 
Code: gov-2022-192-en-print
ISBN: 9789264418813 		

	 $36.00 	
PDF ver. 
ISBN: 9789264488090	
$21.00 

Young people have demonstrated resilience to shocks and led positive change in their 
communities across the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region. Young people 
(aged under 30) constitute more than half (55%) of the population across MENA, 
compared with 36% of the population across OECD countries. While challenges vary 
significantly across the region, youth unemployment rates are among the highest in 
the world, young people tend to express low trust in public institutions, and nearly 
four in ten live in fragile and conflicted-affected areas. The COVID-19 crisis has 
underscored the need to place the needs of young people at the centre of an inclusive 
and resilient recovery. To support this process, this report analyses current governance 
arrangements and practices across 10  MENA governments in three areas: 1) uniting all 
government stakeholders to implement a shared, integrated youth policy and deliver 
services to young people; 2) building administrative and institutional capacities to 
mainstream the perspectives of young people in policy making; and 3) encouraging the 
participation and representation of young people and youth stakeholders in public and 
political life.

Governance 
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Healthy Eating and Active Lifestyles
Best Practices in Public Health
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Overweight and obesity affects over half of all men and women in OECD countries. 
This has significant health and economic consequences. As part of OECD’s work on 
promoting best practices in public health, this report outlines policy recommendations 
on how to address two leading overweight risk factors: poor diet and lack of physical 
activity. Policy recommendations are drawn from a review of high-priority interventions 
implemented in OECD and EU27 countries.

Assisting Care Leavers
Time for Action
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Young adults who have lived in out-of-home care at some point during their 
childhood often struggle to build stable lives. This is not surprising: typically young care 
leavers not only have to overcome a difficult childhood, but also tend to receive less 
support during the crucial years of early adulthood than youth living with their parents. 
In response to their poor socio-economic outcomes, many agencies responsible for 
improving outcomes for young people are experimenting with transition programmes 
for young adults leaving care. This policy report identifies the key challenges that care 
leavers face and provides a range of good practice examples in OECD countries to 
promote cross-country learning, help strengthen the international evidence base and 
support countries to improve their policies for young people leaving their care.

Trade
Digital Trade Review of Brazil
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This Digital Trade Review of Brazil provides an overview of Brazil’s participation in 
digital trade and the related regulatory environment. It provides insights into how Brazil 
might ensure that the new challenges raised by the digital transformation for trade can 
be managed and the benefits shared more inclusively. While Brazil has embraced the 
digital transformation and has strong potential to benefit from digital trade, it will need 
to continue the ongoing process of regulatory reform. This includes reducing tariff and 
non-tariff barriers to trade on ICT goods; reducing regulatory barriers to ICT services; 
increasing engagement in international discussions on digital trade; and continuing 
efforts to bridge digital divides.

Social issues/Migration/Health
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Gender Equality in Peru
Towards a Better Sharing of Paid and Unpaid Work
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The OECD review of Gender Equality in Peru: Towards a Better Sharing of Paid and 
Unpaid Work is the second of a series focusing on Latin American and the Caribbean 
countries. It compares gender gaps in labour and educational outcomes in Peru with 
other countries. Particular attention is put on the uneven distribution of unpaid 
work, and the extra burden this places on women. It investigates how policies and 
programmes in Peru can make this distribution more equitable. The first part of the 
report reviews the evidence on gender gaps and on what causes these, including the 
role played by attitudes. The second part develops a comprehensive framework to 
address these challenges, presenting a broad range of options to reduce the unpaid 
work burden falling on women, and to increase women’s labour income. The final part 
discusses the impact of the COVID-19 crisis and considers how the policy priorities of 
the government will have to change to address these. An earlier review in the same 
series has looked at gender equality policies in Chile (2021).
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In recent years, Georgia has undergone important economic, social and political 
transformations. Given the significant emigration of the Georgian population and the 
recognition of the contributions of the diaspora, Georgian authorities are seeking to 
better understand this pool of talent residing abroad, which has great potential to 
contribute to the economic and social development of Georgia. This review provides 
the first comprehensive portrait of Georgian emigrants in OECD countries. By profiling 
Georgian emigrants, this review aims to strengthen knowledge about this community 
and thus help to consolidate the relevance of the policies deployed by Georgia towards 
its emigrants.

Social issues/Migration/Health
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In recent years, Ghana has undergone major economic, social and political 
transformations. Given the significant emigration of the Ghanaian population and the 
recognition of the contributions of the diaspora, Ghanaian authorities are seeking to 
better understand this pool of talent residing abroad, which has great potential to 
contribute to the economic and social development of Ghana. This review provides the 
first comprehensive portrait of the Ghanaian diaspora in OECD countries. By profiling 
Ghanaian emigrants, this review aims to strengthen knowledge about this community 
and thus help to consolidate the relevance of the policies deployed by Ghana towards 
its emigrants.

https://doi.org/10.1787/e53901b5-en
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In recent years, Indonesia has undergone major economic, social and political 
transformations. Given the significant emigration of the Indonesian population and the 
recognition of the contributions of the diaspora, Indonesian authorities are seeking 
to better understand this pool of talent residing abroad, which has great potential to 
contribute to the economic and social development of Indonesia. This review provides 
the first comprehensive portrait of the Indonesian diaspora in OECD countries. By 
profiling Indonesian emigrants, this review aims to strengthen knowledge about this 
community and thus help to consolidate the relevance of the policies deployed by 
Indonesia towards its emigrants.

Social issues/Migration/Health

Employment
Assessing Canada’s System of Impact Evaluation of Active 
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This report on Canada is the ninth country study published in a series of reports 
on policies to connect people with jobs. It provides an assessment of Employment 
and Social Development Canada’s system of impact evaluation of active labour 
market policies (ALMPs). It reviews the use of linked administrative data and quasi-
experimental methods to conduct impact evaluations and cost-benefit analysis of 
ALMPs. The process of quality assurance and communication of the results of the 
evaluations are also assessed. The report highlights areas of good practice which could 
be useful for other countries and offers recommendations to build on the good work 
already carried out by Canada.

Strengthening Career Guidance for Mid-Career Adults in 
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In a rapidly changing world of work, adults in Australia are being challenged to 
upskill, retrain and consider alternative career paths. Mid-career adults are in a unique 
position: they have acquired considerable skills and work experience but still have many 
years left in the labour market before retirement. They thus may need help to build on 
their existing skills to progress but have time before retirement to recoup their training 
investments. If well designed, career guidance can facilitate employment transitions 
for this group and usefully inform their training choices. This report assesses the career 
guidance services that are currently available to mid-career adults in Australia and 
puts them into an international perspective. New online survey data shows Australia 
performs well in OECD comparison with respect to the use of career guidance services, 
but there is room to strengthen the inclusiveness of these services and to tailor them 
to the needs of mid-career adults. The report provides concrete recommendations in 
this regard.

https://doi.org/10.1787/48a8a873-en
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Agriculture and Food
OECD-FAO Agricultural Outlook 2022-2031
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The OECD-FAO Agricultural Outlook 2022-2031 provides a consensus assessment 
of the ten-year prospects for agricultural commodity and fish markets at national, 
regional, and global levels, and serves as a reference for forward-looking policy analysis 
and planning. Projections suggest that, following a business-as-usual path, SDG 2 on 
Zero Hunger would not be achieved by 2030 and greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions 
from agriculture would continue to increase. To achieve the Zero Hunger target while 
reducing direct GHG by 6%, overall agricultural productivity would need to increase 
by 28% over the next decade. Comprehensive action to boost agricultural investment 
and innovation, and to enable technology transfer are urgently required in order to 
put the agricultural sector on the necessary sustainable growth trajectory. Additional 
efforts to reduce food loss and waste, and to limit excess calorie and protein intakes 
would also be necessary. This report is a collaborative effort between the Organisation 
for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) and the Food and Agricultural 
Organization (FAO) of the United Nations, prepared with inputs from Member countries 
and international commodity organisations. It highlights fundamental economic and 
social trends driving the global agri-food sector, assuming no major changes to weather 
conditions or policies.

More information can be found at www.agri-outlook.org.

Agricultural Policy Monitoring and Evaluation 2022
Reforming Agricultural Policies for Climate Change Mitigation
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This annual report monitors and evaluates agricultural policies in 54 countries, 
including the 38 OECD countries, the five non-OECD EU Member States, and 11 
emerging economies. It finds that the continued rise in agricultural support has been 
slower than sector growth in recent years, but has been driven to record highs mainly 
by temporary factors. The share of general services to the sector (including innovation 
and infrastructure) in total support provided to the sector has decreased to 13%. 
This year’s report focuses on the potential for agriculture and agricultural policies to 
contribute to climate change mitigation. It argues that short-term agricultural policy 
responses to global crises must simultaneously address current challenges and support 
reforms to combat climate change and distortions in international markets.

https://doi.org/10.1787/f1b0b29c-en
https://doi.org/10.1787/7f4542bf-en
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Policies to Support Green Entrepreneurship
Building a Hub for Green Entrepreneurship in Denmark
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Combatting climate change is among the most critical issues on the global policy 
agenda. The transition towards a greener economy will require a pivot towards more 
sustainable production processes and consumption patterns. Entrepreneurs have 
the potential to be a major driving force behind this effort through their capacity 
to develop and propagate innovative green solutions. To unlock this potential, it is 
crucial for policy makers to implement appropriate policies and measures that enable 
green entrepreneurs to thrive. This report identifies lessons from international policy 
practices in stimulating and supporting green entrepreneurship from three case study 
countries – Canada, Germany and Israel – to inform Denmark about effective policy 
practices and pitfalls to avoid as it implements initiatives to strengthen its green 
transition. Recommendations are offered across a number of areas such as promoting 
greater co-ordination between relevant policy actors, strengthening specialised support 
for green entrepreneurs and building green markets.

Global Plastics Outlook
Policy Scenarios to 2060
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The global community is far from achieving its objective of ending plastic pollution, 
unless more stringent and co-ordinated policies are implemented. A key question 
is: What are the plausible scenarios for the evolution of plastics in the absence of 
additional measures and, as well, with scaled-up policy action? The Global Plastics 
Outlook: Policy Scenarios to 2060 provides such a forward-looking perspective. The 
report presents a set of coherent projections on plastics to 2060, including plastics use, 
waste as well as the environmental impacts linked to plastics, especially leakage to the 
environment. Such an outlook on plastics can help policy makers understand the scale 
of the challenge to transition to a more sustainable and circular use of plastics and the 
need for additional policy action. By identifying two policy packages to bend the plastic 
curve, the Outlook allows for a better understanding of the environmental benefits and 
economic consequences of adopting stringent policies. This second report is a follow-up 
to the first report – Global Plastics Outlook: Economic Drivers, Environmental Impacts 
and Policy Options – which quantified current trends in plastics use, waste generation 
and leakage, as well as identified four policy levers to curb the environmental impacts 
of plastics.

Environment
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Managing and Financing Water for Growth in Thailand
Highlights of a National Dialogue on Water
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The National Dialogue on Water in Thailand was initiated in 2021 under the regional 
initiative with the Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Korea (MoE), the Asia 
Water Council (AWC) and the OECD. The Dialogue covers two main topics selected by 
the Government of Thailand (ONWR). The first one is water demand management, with 
a focus on the Eastern Economic Corridor. The second one is financing water supply and 
sanitation. Both combine to support a sustainable and resilient development pathway 
for Thailand's fast-growing economy. The analyses and policy recommendations cover 
issues such as the design of economic policy instruments, water allocation regimes, 
increasing demand for reclaimed water, or benchmarking the performance of water 
utilities, and blended finance for water supply and sanitation services. They are 
informed by the expertise of Thai stakeholders, the OECD and the Asia Water Council. 
They can be a source of inspiration in other contexts in South East Asia and globally.

OECD Environmental Performance Reviews: United Kingdom 
2022
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Over the past decade, the United Kingdom has reduced several environmental 
pressures while growing its economy. Ahead of its presidency of the 2021 UN Climate 
Change Conference of the Parties, it has led the way by raising its national ambition. 
However, air pollution, deteriorating natural assets and missed biodiversity targets are 
all concerns. Further efforts are needed to achieve net zero greenhouse gas emissions 
by 2050, prepare for climate change, reverse biodiversity loss and ensure a more 
resource-efficient circular economy. Strengthening co‑ordination between the United 
Kingdom and devolved governments, as well as enhancing coherence between sectoral 
and environmental policies will be key.

This is the third Environmental Performance Review of the United Kingdom. It 
evaluates progress towards green growth, with a special chapter focusing on waste, 
materials management and the circular economy.

Environment

Development 
Political violence targeting women in West Africa

PDF ver. 
Code: swac-2022-2-en-pdf
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Women around the world are facing unprecedented levels of targeted political 
violence and this is particularly true for West Africa. Women can be targeted in a 
myriad of ways, by an array of types of perpetrators, during and outside of periods 
of conflict and contentious crises. The result though is consistent: such targeted 
violence has worrying implications for women’s political participation as well as 
their involvement in the public sphere. Political violence targeting women (PVTW) in 
West Africa has become increasingly common, with this trend increasing even more 
dramatically in recent years. The threat and risks, however, have not been uniform: 
different types of violence and different primary perpetrators dominate the gendered 
violence landscape across countries. Using data from ACLED, this paper tracks how 
women are targeted, and who is targeting women. Only by understanding how threats 
and risks that women face differ across countries can strategies be created to protect 
women.
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Green budgeting is emerging at subnational levels as an important tool for regions 
and cities to use to align their expenditure and revenues with their green objectives, 
and enhance the transparency and accountability of their climate and environmental 
action. It is also a tool that subnational governments can use to prioritise low-carbon 
investments and identify funding gaps, as well as to mobilise additional sources of 
both private and public climate finance. In order for subnational governments to make 
full use of green budgeting however, more methodological, technical, and financial 
support is needed. This report presents a first stocktake of subnational green budgeting 
practices in OECD and EU countries as well as a set of guidelines for subnational 
governments to use in developing and launching a green budgeting practice. It is 
accompanied by two green budgeting case studies – one with the Region of Brittany 
(France) and one with the City of Venice (Italy) – and a self-assessment tool. The 
self-assessment tool allows regions and cities to measure their capacity to launch a 
green budgeting practice or strengthen an existing one, and is available on the OECD 
Subnational Government Climate Finance Hub as a downloadable Excel file.
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Cultural and creative sectors and industries are a significant source of jobs and 
income. They are a driver of innovation and creative skills, within cultural sectors and 
beyond. They also have significant social impacts, from supporting health and well-
being, to promoting social inclusion and local social capital. As national and local 
governments reconsider growth models in the wake of COVID-19, cultural and creative 
sectors can be a tool for a resilient recovery if certain longer-term challenges in the 
sector are addressed. The report outlines international trends with new data, including 
at subnational scale. It addresses issues in cultural and creative sectors in terms of 
employment, business development, cultural participation and funding, both public 
and private. It provides analysis of how these sectors contribute to economic growth 
and inclusion, taking into account the impact of COVID-19 related crisis on jobs and 
firms. Finally, it offers recommendations on how to capitalise on the role of cultural and 
creative sectors in national and local recovery strategies.
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The study is part of the OECD work stream Preparing Regions for Demographic 
Change, a megatrend that affects several important dimensions of public policy. The 
following three of them are particular relevant for Korea’s regions and rural places: (i) 
workforce dimension, (ii) social dimension and (iii) governance dimension. The report 
consists of three chapters. The first chapter depicts and benchmarks demographic 
trends in Korea regions against other regions from OECD countries. The second chapter 
examines a range of policies that can address socio-economic challenges related to 
demographic trends across the OECD and describes Korea’s current policy approach to 
manage demographic decline and ageing in regions and rural places. The third chapter 
identifies recommendations for Korea that can help respond to current economic 
and demographic trends, and ensure social cohesion. It suggests Korea should aim 
to develop a clear national rural development strategy, tailor labour policies to rural 
areas, support rural entrepreneurship, rural SME and the social economy, promote 
rural innovation and foster local governments’ and communities’ capacity to respond 
to demographic challenges.
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The OECD report Urban-Rural Linkages in Poland analyses the potential of urban and 
rural territories for development and improved well-being. Urban and rural areas have 
different yet often complementary assets, and their better integration is important 
for socio-economic and environmental performance. The report argues that local 
governments need to engage in partnerships where all parties are equal, as a higher 
form of urban-rural co-operation. Building urban-rural partnerships in Poland would 
help territories enhance the production of public goods; achieve economies of scale 
in public service provision; co-ordinate decisions where cross-boundary effects are 
important and increase the capacity of the partners. Yet a lack of trust and of policy 
integration hinder the effectiveness of partnerships. The report found that the main 
incentive for Polish local governments to enter into a partnership is access to EU 
funds. However, while Poland has developed solid experience in the management 
of EU funds, it would benefit from deepening the integration and complementarity 
among funding streams. Moreover, the report argues that strengthening metropolitan 
governance will underpin efforts to facilitate the formation and management of urban-
rural partnerships.
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The Global Compendium of Land Value Capture, a joint project by the OECD and 
the Lincoln Institute of Land Policy, is an ambitious undertaking to understand the 
full landscape of land value capture (LVC) instruments, how they are configured and 
deployed across the globe in OECD and Non-OECD countries, and what it would take to 
unleash their full potential as a sustainable revenue source. Moreover, little systematic 
information is available about the LVC instruments that countries use and enabling 
frameworks at national and regional levels to guide local governments toward greater 
use. The report features an overview of the political contexts, legal frameworks, and 
LVC approaches used in 61 countries. Special attention is given to the differences and 
similarities between countries that have a mature LVC practice, versus countries that 
have nascent policies and allowances. This will help countries developing the capacity 
and competences for LVC to understand the opportunities, trade-offs, and pitfalls to 
avoid when configuring legal, governance, and planning frameworks and institutions to 
support the implementation of LVC policies.
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Gotland is Sweden’s largest island and the largest island in the Baltic Sea. While 
Sweden has numerous Islands, Gotland’s development trajectory is unique in 
Sweden. It is the smallest region in the country in population size and economic 
base, and it is located the furthest from the mainland (90 km). As an island economy, 
it must overcome a number of development challenges including its small critical 
mass, remoteness to larger markets, vulnerability to climate change and limited 
administrative capacity. Nonetheless, it has a number of important assets, such as 
being an attractive destination, having a high potential for bio- and circular economy, 
a university providing research and education, very good broadband connectivity, and 
a strong local identity and vibrant civil society. This Territorial Review benchmark’s 
Gotland’s economic performance against comparable OECD regions to identify areas 
of untapped potential and develops recommendations in three main areas to help 
improve the quality of life for residents and support more efficient use of public 
resources. The first focuses on improving infrastructure planning, investments and 
delivery. The second on supporting the business environment and innovation eco-
system and the third, on improving administrative and financing capacity to deliver 
quality services throughout the territory.
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